
 
Using Data and Evaluation to Advance Racial Equity in Child 

Welfare 
Session Resources 

1. A Toolkit for Centering Racial Equity Throughout Data Integration 

Using data sharing and data integration to inform decision-making across government 
entities is now commonplace and occurs at every level—local, state, and federal. While 
most data sharing and integration occurs within a legal and governance framework, an 
emphasis on racial equity, transparency, and community engagement is often peripheral. 
This body of work seeks to encourage shifts of awareness and practice by centering 
racial equity and community voice within the context of data integration and use.  

2. Racial Equity Data Road Map: Data as a Tool Towards Ending Structural Racism 

The Racial Equity Data Road Map is not a toolkit or one-size-fits all approach. Instead, it 
is a living document that outlines a number of steps for using data that have been piloted 
and tested within the Massachusetts Department of Public Health as one part of the 
department’s journey toward achieving racial equity. As such, while the sections are 
presented in a way that is hopefully easy to follow, there is no set order in which they 
should be followed. Instead, users of the Road Map can move through the document at 
the pace and in the manner that makes the most sense for the program or issue being 
addressed, taking into consideration funding requirements, approval processes, and 
decision-making structures as needed. 

3. Child Welfare Practice to Address Racial Disproportionality and Disparity 

This bulletin provides a brief overview on the issue of racial disproportionality and 
disparity in the child welfare system and the factors that contribute to the problem. It then 
describes practices that child welfare caseworkers, administrators, program managers, 
and policymakers can implement to address these issues in general and at specific 
decision-making points along the child welfare continuum. 

4. National Data Archive on Child Abuse and Neglect 

A resource since 1988, the National Data Archive on Child Abuse and Neglect 
(NDACAN) promotes scholarly exchange among researchers in the child maltreatment 
field. NDACAN acquires microdata from leading researchers and national data collection 
efforts and makes these datasets available to the research community for secondary 
analysis. 

5. Tribal Information Exchange 

The Capacity Building Center for Tribes works to design and deliver tools and resources 
for tribal child welfare professionals in the hope that they are helpful in determining how 
best to support tribal communities and meet their unique needs. 

6. Washington State Department of Social and Health Services Research and Data 
Analysis Dashboards 

This website presents a series of periodical reports that present measures over time.  

 

https://www.aisp.upenn.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/AISP-Toolkit_5.27.20.pdf
https://www.mass.gov/doc/racial-equity-data-road-map-pdf/download
https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/racial_disproportionality.pdf
https://www.ndacan.acf.hhs.gov/
https://tribalinformationexchange.org/index.php/data/
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/ffa/research-and-data-analysis/dashboards
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/ffa/research-and-data-analysis/dashboards
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7. California Child Welfare Indications Project  

The California Child Welfare Indicators Project is a collaborative venture between the 
University of California at Berkeley and the California Department of Social Services. The 
project is housed in the School of Social Welfare and provides agency staff, 
policymakers, researchers, and the public with access to critical outcome information on 
California’s child welfare system. 

8. Oregon Child Welfare Data Set 

This site houses information about the children and families served by the Oregon 
Department of Human Services and how well the department is meeting standards for 
quality services and achieving positive outcomes. The department is proud its work in 
helping families and children and sees it as a duty to be accountable for its achievements 
and challenges. 

9. Allegheny County Analytics  

This website provides datasets, publications, videos, visualizations, and more from the 
Allegheny County Department of Human Services.  

10. Kids Count Data Center 

KIDS COUNT is a project of the Annie E. Casey Foundation and a premier source of data 
on children and families. Each year, the Foundation produces a comprehensive report—
the KIDS COUNT Data Book—that assesses child well-being in the United States. The 
indicators featured in the Data Book are also available in the Data Center. 

11. State-level Data for Understanding Child Welfare in the United States 

This comprehensive child welfare resource provides state and national data on child 
maltreatment, foster care, kinship caregiving, and adoption from foster care. The data are 
essential to help policymakers understand how many children and youth came in contact 
with the child welfare system and why. States can use this information to ensure their 
child welfare systems support the safety, stability, and well-being of all families in their 
state. 

12. Taking on Racial Bias in Child Welfare 

Racism and racial bias are under scrutiny in all corners of society. The child welfare 
system is hardly exempt from this moment, given the coercive power of child protective 
systems to separate children from their families and the racial disproportionality present 
in foster care. In this resource, The Imprint hosts a discussion of one former child welfare 
director’s reflections on racism and its effect on the system. Viewers can learn about two 
promising experiments from New York and Florida where leaders are attempting to 
address racial bias head on.  

13. Measuring Disparities in Child Welfare: Five Lessons 

This article shares key information for those who use data to help their agency or 
community extend equitable opportunities to all children. Advice presented here is built 
on understanding how to use the Relative Rate Index, a measure of racial and ethnic 
disparities discussed in a previous publication (2015), blog (2015) and webinar (2016). 

https://ccwip.berkeley.edu/
https://rom.socwel.ku.edu/Oregon_Public/MyHome.aspx
https://www.alleghenycountyanalytics.us/index.php/category/topics/cyf/
https://datacenter.kidscount.org/
https://www.childtrends.org/publications/state-level-data-for-understanding-child-welfare-in-the-united-states
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HRnDCBnyDxs
https://www.aecf.org/blog/measuring-disparities-in-child-welfare-systems-five-lessons

	12. Taking on Racial Bias in Child Welfare

